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Key Accomplishments

Board Restructuring
The board made key leadership changes and recruited two new board members with excellent backgrounds and appropriate fit for strategic management of
the INRA 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

David Steele was elected as president. David has a deep background as a business executive and is a frequent writer and contributor to Indiana History forums.

Dara Gard was elected as Vice President. Dara is Associate Director of Annual Giving at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in Terra Haute and possesses an

MBA. Dara has excellent knowledge of the far western section of the Indiana National Road.

Sam Kropp was elected to Treasurer. Sam possesses an accounting and finance degree from Indiana University, Kelley School of Business and works for
Decimal, and accounting services and financial operations firm.

Jim Grey was elected to the board. Jim is a writer, photographer and software developer. He graduated from Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology where he majored in mathematics. Jim is an author, and frequent public speaker. He writes weekly the popular blog
“Down the Road”.

Bob Hunt has been elected board member emeritus & historian. Bob's long service on the board and expert knowledge
of the national road and scenic by-ways provides a broader role for him to contribute as he limits his time in retirement.

Walter Prosser (1924-2010) elected board member emeritus, in memoriam. Walt was instrumental in the
formation and leadership of the Indiana National Road Association. He was also the proprietor of

Rising Hall, located on the National Road, and listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

All board of director bios are now located in the public domain on the INRA website.

Studebaker Corporation, located in South Bend, Indiana
(1852 - 1966), produced the Studebaker Conestoga all-steel
station wagon from 1954-1955. Named in honor of their
original horse-drawn Conestoga Covered Wagons, the
company built in the 1850's. Conestoga wagons were the
primary freight transport on the National Road for
movement of goods across the country in the 19th century.
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Key Accomplishments

Governance & Transparency Continued

Social media — We have focused on using Facebook as our social media interface to the public. Facebook site augments our
website which has detailed information on our organization. With have over 5,000 followers and continue to attract both
followers and public viewers monthly. Our public views have been averaging over 10,000 per month. We do not plan to use

any other social media currently, due to Facebook’s alignment with our demographics. We have enlisted the help Goaldy, a
Social Media Marketing & Consulting Agency.

Our weekly “Friday from the Road” Facebook
site post is focused on providing a “story of

interest” to viewer and followers. These “short
stories” range from the history of vintage
“motels” along the road, to the emergence of
“filling stations” and “drive-in movies” along the
National Road in Indiana. These posts are based
on primary research and sources are cited.

Friday October 17, 2025 post.



https://www.itsgoaldy.com/
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Thank you to our Supporters

We are grateful to our members and other individuals who support our mission and

provide financial and in-kind assistance in helping us to reach our goals and
objectives for FY 2025.

Special recognition for the following:

Indiana Historic Society — helping us with the necessary guidance and coaching for
completing the Heritage Support Grant application for the P.R. Mallory historical
interpretation panel now installed in the main lobby. Special thanks to Jeannette
Rooney.

Englewood Community Development Corporation — partnering with INRA on the
application to the Indiana Historical Society for the Heritage Support Grant for the
P.R. Mallory historical interpretation panel. The milestone interpretive signage was
approved and now installed in the lobby of this building, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. Special thanks to Joe Bowling, Executive Director.

Schmidt Associates — partnering with INRA and Englewood CDC in development of
the historical interpretation panel now installed in the lobby of the historic P.R. Mallory
Building. The $38 million P. R. Mallory & Co. complex renovation won Indiana
Landmarks 2021 Cook Cup for Outstanding Restoration. Special thanks to Joe Jarzen,
Client Liaison, Community Studio.

Hancock County Historical Society — partnering on sharing of historical information

and speaker engagements related to the Indiana National Road. Especially,

understanding more about mid-century motels and travel along the Indiana National

Road. Special Thanks to Michael Kester, President & Curator. CoffeelPotRERtrant - US 40 National Road
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